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Abstract 

The digital revolution has transformed the landscape of activism, providing 

unprecedented access to global audiences and rapid mobilization. For Muslims, 

this digital sphere presents both opportunities and ethical dilemmas. This study 

explores how Islamic teachings inform and regulate social media activism. It 

draws upon foundational texts—the Qur’an and Sunnah—as well as classical 

jurisprudential thought and contemporary ethical discourse to present a 

framework for principled online engagement. This article critically examines 

topics such as the ethics of speech, intention and sincerity, verification of 

information, cyberbullying, and activism in the name of religion. By integrating 

Islamic moral philosophy with modern challenges of digital activism, the article 

proposes a "Thiqah-Driven Digital Advocacy" model grounded in hikmah, sidq, 

and maqāsid al-sharī‘ah. This model addresses the need for authenticity, justice, 

and spiritual integrity in digital spaces. 

Keywords: Islamic Digital Ethics, Social Media Activism in Islam, Prophetic 

Communication Principles, Amr bil Ma‘ruf in Online Spaces, Maqāṣid al-

Sharī‘ah and Digital Engagement 

Introduction 

The internet has become an indispensable tool for advocacy. With a simple hashtag or viral post, 

social media can spark revolutions, highlight injustices, or build global solidarity. However, 

these platforms are not neutral. They shape discourse, amplify certain voices over others, and 

often reward aggression or sensationalism over truth and wisdom. In this context, Muslim 

activists must ask: How should we engage in digital discourse? What limits must we observe? 

How do we align online advocacy with Islamic ethics and spirituality? 

This article seeks to answer these questions by developing a coherent Islamic framework for 

social media activism. It begins by exploring the conceptual roots of activism in Islamic theology 

and prophetic tradition, proceeds to address ethical and jurisprudential considerations, and 

culminates in proposing practical guidelines for Muslim engagement in digital advocacy. 
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Conceptual Foundations of Activism in Islam 

The obligation to promote good and prevent evil forms the core of Islamic social responsibility. 

The Qur’an commands: 

"You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind. You enjoin what is right and 

forbid what is wrong..." 
i
 

This principle legitimizes advocacy but within clear ethical parameters set by the Shari‘ah. 

This Qur’anic principle forms the backbone of Islamic activism. It is both an individual and 

collective obligation (fard kifayah) depending on context. In contemporary terms, activism on 

social media—when conducted within Islamic bounds—may fulfill this divine command. Yet the 

manner and context of this obligation must be governed by ‘ilm (knowledge), hikmah (wisdom), 

and adab (etiquette). 

The Prophetic Model of Public Engagement 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم exemplified how to challenge injustice and guide society while maintaining moral 

excellence.
ii
  

He engaged with oppressive systems through peaceful dialogue, consistent truth, and deep 

empathy. Importantly, he never resorted to slander, misrepresentation, or harsh ridicule—tools 

often used in modern online activism. His approach demonstrates a balance between courage and 

compassion. 

The Ethics of Speech in Digital Spaces  

Social media thrives on immediacy, but Islamic ethics demands reflection and responsibility.
iii

 

Truthfulness and Verification 

The Qur’an warns against spreading unverified information. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“It is enough falsehood for a man to relate everything he hears.”
iv

  

Online activism often involves rapid sharing of news, stories, or accusations. This can lead to 

defamation, misguidance, and grave sin. An Islamic activist must verify sources, cross-reference 

claims, and refrain from forwarding dubious content. 

 Intentions and Spiritual Accountability 

Digital spaces foster a culture of performance and self-promotion. Yet Islam emphasizes 

sincerity (ikhlās).
v
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Activism that aims to gain followers, likes, or personal fame may be spiritually destructive. The 

hadith warns that among those first cast into Hell will be the scholar or activist who sought 

praise rather than God's pleasure. 

 Avoidance of Fitnah and Division 

Spreading divisive content, engaging in sectarian attacks, or provoking hostility among Muslims 

contradicts the Prophetic spirit. The Qur’an condemns those who sow discord among believers.
vi

  

Muslim activism must promote unity (wahdah), not division. 

Jurisprudential Considerations of Online Activism  

Is tweeting or posting about injustice considered jihad? Some contemporary scholars equate 

online advocacy with jihad bi al-lisān (struggle by the tongue). However, any such form of 

struggle must be framed within Shari‘ah limits, considering the intention, consequences, and 

method. Moreover, digital protest must avoid harm (ḍarar), injustice, or inciting rebellion 

(baghy). 

 Cyberbullying, Cancel Culture, and Digital Defamation 

Public shaming, character assassination, or “cancelling” individuals often violate Islamic 

principles such as ḥurmat al-insān (sanctity of the individual). Even when criticizing 

wrongdoing, Islam commands due process, gentleness, and the presumption of innocence. Sins 

that are private should not be exposed; the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:“Whoever conceals the fault of a 

Muslim, Allah will conceal his faults on the Day of Judgment.” 
vii

 

Strategic Guidelines for Islamic Digital Activism  

Aligning Content with Maqāṣid al-Sharī‘ah 

Muslim activism must be purpose-driven. Every post or campaign should serve higher goals: 

justice, preservation of human dignity, or societal reform.
viii

  

Content that merely mocks, ridicules, or vents anger—without constructive value—falls short of 

Islamic objectives. 

Wisdom (Ḥikmah) in Messaging 

The Qur’an instructs da‘wah to be rooted in ḥikmah and maw‘iẓah ḥasanah (good exhortation). 

Language that is crude or inflammatory may alienate rather than reform.  

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم never spoke abusively, even to his enemies. 
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Digital Adab  

Muslim activists must develop an adab al-raqmī (digital etiquette). This includes: 

 Avoiding backbiting and sarcasm 

 Speaking with humility 

 Giving others the benefit of the doubt 

 Apologizing for mistakes 

 Taking time away from screens for reflection and worship 

Contemporary Case Studies in Islamic Digital Activism 

Palestine Activism 

Digital advocacy for Palestine has emerged as a defining feature of global Muslim activism, 

particularly through social media platforms like Instagram, X (Twitter), TikTok, and YouTube. It 

includes awareness campaigns, digital protests, infographics, hashtags and boycott movements 

(e.g., BDS).
ix

 

Mass Mobilization:  

Millions of Muslims globally coordinate virtual protests and petitions. Platforms amplify voices 

otherwise silenced by mainstream media.
x
 

Counter-Narrative Construction:  

Digital tools allow activists to challenge dominant narratives by highlighting human rights 

violations, colonial settler violence, and Islam phobic discourse.
xi

 

Misinformation:  

Fake images, edited videos, or unverified content may spread rapidly, harming credibility and 

distorting truth.
xii

 

Dehumanization:  

Some digital activism demonizes entire groups (e.g., "all Jews" instead of "Zionist regime"), 

violating Qur’anic principles of justice: 

“And do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just—it is closer to 

righteousness.”
xiii

 () 

Islamic Ethical Evaluation: 
Palestinian advocacy must be guided by: 

 Sidq (Truthfulness): Avoiding lies or exaggeration (Qur’an 9:119). 
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 Adl (Justice): Balanced critique that does not foster hate against innocents. 

 Niyyah (Intention): Ensuring advocacy is for Allah’s cause, not ego or popularity. 

Gender Justice and the Muslim  

Within Muslim spaces victims of sexual abuse have used online platforms to voice their 

experiences. The digital realm has become a court of public opinion, often bypassing traditional 

mechanisms of justice. 

Public Slander (Qadhf):  

Islam strictly prohibits false accusations without four witnesses.
xiv

  

Trial by Internet: Without due process, individuals may be unjustly defamed. 

Islamic Framework for Balance: 

Sat'r (Concealment):  

“Whoever conceals the fault of a Muslim, Allah will conceal his faults on the Day of Judgment.” 
xv

 

Islamophobia Awareness Campaigns 

Islamophobia remains entrenched in global media, law, and public policy. Muslims have 

launched digital resistance movements via hashtags and viral videos addressing discrimination 

and surveillance. 

Islamic Guidance: 

Hikmah (Wisdom):  

Qur’an commands believers to respond with wisdom and good exhortation.
xvi

 

Dawah through Dignity:  

Online responses must reflect prophetic character—mercy, strength, and respect. 

Risks and Challenges of Social Media Activism for Muslims 

Social media algorithms reinforce existing views, creating polarized digital enclaves. This 

weakens intellectual humility and openness to opposing perspectives. 
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Islamic Implication: 

“And those who listen to speech and follow the best of it. Those are the ones Allah has 

guided...”
xvii

 

Muslims are encouraged to engage with a range of views critically and constructively. 

Constant screen engagement hampers muraqabah (self-vigilance), khashyah (God-conscious 

fear), and tawbah (repentance). 

Prophetic Model: 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم regularly retreated for reflection (e.g., in Ghar Hira), highlighting the importance 

of solitude and spiritual recalibration.
xviii

 

Fame and Vanity (Riyā') 

Seeking digital likes and follows can lead to ostentation, invalidating good deeds: 

“The thing I fear most for you is minor shirk... showing off.” 
xix

 

AI and Intent Manipulation 

Artificial Intelligence tracks behaviour, manipulates choices, and can hijack intent through 

subconscious suggestions.
xx

 

Islamic Reflection: 
This calls for ijtihad on niyyah, ethical design, and human agency in a tech-dominated world. 

Ulama must address these unseen influences. 

Toward an Integrated Framework: “Thiqah-Driven Digital Advocacy” 

This proposed model addresses both ethics and effectiveness:  

 Thiqah (Trustworthiness) 

Prophetic character—truthfulness (ṣidq), reliability (amana), and transparency—is the foundation 

of trust-building. 

Adālah (Justice) 

Digital Muslims must ensure justice not only in what they stand for but also in how they critique, 

oppose, or resist. 
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cIhsān (Excellence) 

Content should embody beauty in form, style, and language. This includes avoiding vulgarity, 

mockery, or unnecessary provocation. 

 Maqāṣid (Higher Objectives of Shari‘ah) 

Advocacy should aim at preserving: 

 Dīn (faith) 

 Nafs (life) 

 ‘Aql (intellect) 

 Nasl (lineage) 

 Māl (wealth) 

Thus, campaigns driven by vengeance, identity politics, or personal branding are un-Islamic. 

This model envisions a digital activism that is: 

 Principled yet passionate 

 Strategic yet spiritual 

 Assertive yet humble 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Digital activism is no longer a choice—it is an imperative. However, Islamic ethics must anchor 

it. Without this guidance, it risks descending into tribalism, outrage culture, or spiritual 

corrosion. 

Key Recommendations: 

1. Scholarly Engagement: 

 Islamic scholars must develop digital fatwas and write on cyber fiqh, digital speech 

ethics, and activism adab. 

2. Institutional Curriculum: 

 Madaris and universities should integrate digital ethics into Islamic Studies, 

communication, and journalism programs. 

3. Activist Accountability: 

 Activists should maintain regular tazkiyah practices. 
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 Establish shura councils with elders and scholars for accountability. 

 Prioritize ilm before action. 

“Wisdom is the lost property of the believer.”
xxi

 

The hour demands not just loud voices, but wise, sincere, and ethically grounded voices. 

 Conclusion: 

In the context of the modern digital age—where social media platforms like Twitter (X), 

Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok have become central tools for raising voices, mobilizing 

public opinion, and challenging injustice—the article argues for a principled Islamic framework 

that balances activism with spirituality, ethics, and prophetic guidance. It begins by grounding 

the concept of activism in the Qur’anic obligation of amr bi al-ma‘ruf wa nahy ‘an al-munkar 

(enjoining good and forbidding evil), highlighting that Islam not only permits but encourages 

standing up for truth and justice, as long as it is done with wisdom (ḥikmah), patience, and 

sincerity. 

 The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم challenged oppression, corruption, and moral decline in society 

through truth, mercy, patience, and a dignified tone—never resorting to slander, ridicule, or 

aggression. These prophetic characteristics are presented as essential attributes for modern 

Muslim activists navigating the often hostile and volatile spaces of online discourse.  In an age 

where false information spreads rapidly, and online spaces reward outrage and sensationalism, 

the Islamic principles of sidq (truthfulness), ikhlāṣ (sincerity), and ḥusn al-ẓann (positive 

assumptions) become especially critical. 

 The need to align all digital efforts with Islamic goals like justice (‘adl), mercy (raḥmah), public 

benefit (maṣlaḥah), and human dignity (karāmah) is strongly emphasized. 

To address the practical realities faced by Muslim activists, the article proposes a set of ethical 

and strategic guidelines. These include ensuring that activism aligns with the higher goals of 

Islam, adopting wisdom and humility in tone and approach, avoiding sarcasm and abusive 

speech, and managing digital time to avoid burnout and addiction.  

Furthermore, the article identifies several risks associated with unprincipled or unchecked digital 

activism.  
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