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Abstract 

This article examines Pakistan's democratic instability and governance problems 

through an Islamic lens, emphasizing major issues such as poor infrastructure, a 

weak educational system, an ineffective judiciary, pervasive corruption, energy 

shortages, and widespread poverty. Although Pakistan is a parliamentary 

republic, its democracy remains non-liberal, resulting in political instability and 

a failure to address the needs of its people. The study highlights the significance 

of Islamic principles, including justice (Adl), accountability (Mas'ooliyyah), 

transparency (Shafafiyyah), and public welfare (Maslaha), in fostering good 

governance and sustainable development. Governance in Pakistan has 

significantly influenced its progress, underscoring the need for adherence to the 

rule of law, public participation, and ethical leadership as emphasized in Islamic 

teachings. This study employs a qualitative research approach, drawing on 

content analysis of academic literature, policy reports, and case studies from 

countries with similar governance challenges. A comparative framework is used 

to analyze governance structures in Pakistan against successful governance 

models in Malaysia and Turkey. Additionally, Islamic governance principles are 

examined to assess their relevance in addressing Pakistan’s governance issues. 

Reports from international organizations such as the IMF, World Bank, and 

Transparency International are also analyzed to provide empirical context.The 

article also presents recommendations for improving governance, such as 

strengthening democratic institutions, increasing public engagement, addressing 

the energy crisis, and building a resilient economy in line with Islamic values of 

equity and social justice. The findings suggest that Pakistan must implement 
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comprehensive reforms rooted in both modern governance practices and Islamic 

principles to enhance democratic processes, promote economic growth, and 

prioritize the well-being of its people for long-term stability and development. 

Keywords: Democratic Instability, Governance, Islamic Principles, Justice 

(Adl), Accountability, Corruption, Rule of Law, Pakistan. 

Introduction: 

Governance and democratic stability are fundamental to a nation's progress, ensuring justice, 

accountability, and economic development. Pakistan, despite being a parliamentary republic, 

continues to struggle with political instability, weak institutions, and governance challenges that 

hinder its sustainable growth. Issues such as corruption, judicial inefficiency, energy crises, and 

poverty have weakened public trust in democratic processes. From an Islamic perspective, good 

governance is rooted in the principles of Adl (justice), Mas'ooliyyah (accountability), and Shura 

(consultation), which emphasize the responsibility of leaders to govern with integrity and 

fairness. The Holy Quran instructs rulers to uphold justice and ensure the welfare of the people: 

“Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due and when you judge 

between people to judge with justice” (Surah An-Nisa 4:58). However, Pakistan's governance 

structure often falls short of these ideals, leading to socio-economic disparities and weakened 

institutions. This article explores the impact of governance failures on Pakistan's development 

and highlights the importance of incorporating Islamic principles alongside modern governance 

strategies to achieve political stability and economic prosperity. 

The institutions and processes that guarantee accountability, openness, responsiveness, respect 

for the law, stability, equity, inclusivity, empowerment, and widespread involvement are 

referred to as governance. Since governance includes the institutional and cultural framework in 

which stakeholders and people interact and conduct public affairs, it is difficult to quantify. It 

includes a wider range of players than merely government institutions, such as corporations and 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs), who have an impact on policy execution and 

decision-making. Governance is the exercise of power to manage a nation's political, 

administrative, and economic affairs, according to international organizations like the World 

Bank, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and the United 

Nations Development Program (UNDP) (Fukuyama, 2019). 

The term "Gubernare," which means "direction, rule, and guidance," was adopted by the 

Roman Empire from the Greek word "kybernan," which means "to control or steer." To make 

policy decisions and execution easier, governance has developed over time into a system of 

interactions between governments, corporations, and civil society groups. Generally speaking, 

governance is the use of administrative, political, and economic power in both public and 

private spheres to oversee a nation's affairs at all levels and guarantee a higher standard of 

living for its people. Diverse stakeholders engage in a constant process of cooperation, 

compromise, and negotiation for the benefit of everyone (Grindle, 2019). 

The history of governance is as old as human civilization. It includes all facets of a nation's 

governance, such as its legal system, economic policies, and regulatory structures. Since 



 

International Research Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 

(IRJAHSS)  2025

 

 540  

 

governance includes both the ability to make choices and the ability to carry them out, it is 

more expansive than the term "government." To ensure that government policies represent the 

will of the people and serve their interests as a whole, effective governance thus depends on 

both the creation and implementation of policies (Khan, 2021). 

To achieve sustainable development and long-term political stability, Pakistan must address its 

governance challenges through both structural reforms and adherence to Islamic principles of 

leadership and accountability. The Prophet Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) emphasized that leadership is a 

trust (Amanah) and that rulers must serve their people with justice and transparency. The lack 

of effective governance in Pakistan has not only weakened public confidence but has also 

hindered economic growth and social progress. By aligning governance reforms with Islamic 

values, such as Shura (consultation) and Ihsan (excellence in conduct), Pakistan can create a 

system that is both ethical and efficient.  

Furthermore, strengthening institutions, ensuring judicial independence, and eradicating 

corruption are critical steps toward restoring public trust. The Quran warns against corruption 

and injustice, stating: "And do not consume one another's wealth unjustly or send it [in bribery] 

to the rulers so that [they might aid] you" (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:188). This highlights the need 

for a governance model that prioritizes transparency and accountability. Incorporating these 

principles into policy-making and administration will not only enhance democratic stability but 

also promote economic and social well-being. This study aims to provide insights into how 

Pakistan can reform its governance structures by integrating both modern democratic practices 

and Islamic ethical values, ensuring a just and prosperous society for future generations. 

Review Literature: 

Governance and democratic stability have been widely studied in the context of developing 

nations, particularly in regions facing persistent political and economic challenges. Scholars 

argue that weak governance structures, corruption, and lack of institutional accountability are 

major impediments to sustainable development (Amin, 2019). According to Huntington (1991), 

political stability is deeply connected to the effectiveness of governance, where strong 

institutions ensure the rule of law, transparency, and public trust in democracy. In Pakistan, 

however, governance deficiencies have led to recurring political crises, economic instability, 

and a lack of public confidence in democratic processes (J.M., 2014). 

From an Islamic perspective, governance is not merely a political function but a moral and 

ethical obligation. The concepts of Adl (justice) and Mas'ooliyyah (accountability) are 

fundamental in Islamic political thought. Al-Mawardi (1058) emphasized in his seminal work 

Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah that a just ruler ensures social welfare, maintains law and order, and 

upholds public trust. Similarly, Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406) argued that governance must be based 

on justice and collective consultation (Shura) to ensure long-term political stability. These 

principles align with modern governance frameworks that advocate for transparency, rule of 

law, and participatory decision-making. 

Several studies highlight the detrimental impact of corruption on governance in Pakistan. 

Transparency International (2021) reports that corruption is one of the leading causes of 

institutional inefficiency, undermining economic progress and social equity. In contrast, nations 
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that prioritize good governance, inspired by ethical and religious principles, tend to experience 

more robust economic growth and political stability (Khan & Rahman, 2018). The Quran 

explicitly warns against corruption, stating: "And do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly 

or send it [in bribery] to the rulers so that they might aid you" (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:188). This 

directive underscores the necessity of eliminating corruption to build a just and prosperous 

society. 

The reviewed paper offers a thorough examination of Pakistan's governance issues, highlighting 

the vital role that accountability, openness, and public involvement play as the cornerstones of 

effective government. According to the author, corruption and resource exploitation are the 

result of Pakistan's poor planning and budgeting, underscoring the need for the public to 

demand better governance and for the government to heed their requests. 

The conversation emphasizes how the idea of government is not new and has developed with 

humankind. Because it enables people to actively engage in sustainable growth, effective 

governance is essential to a nation's development. The author examines the relationship 

between Pakistan's decision-making procedures and its growth trajectory, pointing to problems 

including growing debt and fast urbanization as major roadblocks. Policy interventions aiming 

at controlling urban expansion and supporting economic development are necessary given the 

prediction that rates of urbanization may double over the next ten years.  

The article also lists several issues facing the Pakistani government, such as the ongoing danger 

of terrorism, high levels of corruption, unfair funding distribution, and high levels of illiteracy. 

Together, these elements erode political systems and impede the advancement of the country. 

To solve these problems, the author promotes greater responsibility and openness. The essay 

also criticizes the bureaucratic structure, pointing out that corruption and political meddling 

have undermined its efficacy. Because of their political engagement, bureaucrats are afraid of 

being held accountable, which makes them reluctant to carry out their jobs efficiently. 

According to the author, the government should be run by seasoned professionals who can 

work with elected authorities to put reforms into place. 

These observations are supported by recent research. According to a 2023 assessment, 

corruption has affected both public and commercial organizations in Pakistan, making it harder 

for the country to attract international investment and public trust.  Furthermore, a 2024 study 

shows that corruption and rent-seeking are still common within Pakistan's political class and 

bureaucracy. The delivery of public services is compromised by this widespread corruption, 

which also makes poverty and inequality worse. To overcome these ingrained problems, the 

research urges significant reforms.  

Moreover, studies on governance reforms in Islamic states suggest that integrating Islamic 

values with modern administrative practices can lead to more effective and ethical governance 

(Chapra, 2008). Countries like Malaysia and Turkey have demonstrated that incorporating 

Islamic principles such as Ihsan (excellence) and Amanah (trustworthiness) in governance can 

enhance institutional efficiency and economic performance. In the case of Pakistan, applying 

these principles through policy-making, judicial reforms, and anti-corruption measures can 

strengthen democratic institutions and improve governance. This literature review establishes 

that governance in Pakistan must undergo significant reforms, incorporating both modern 
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democratic practices and Islamic ethical values. The following sections will analyze governance 

challenges in Pakistan and propose solutions grounded in both contemporary governance 

models and Islamic principles. Political instability, shoddy institutions, corruption, and 

ineffective public service delivery are just a few of the ongoing governance issues Pakistan has 

had to deal with. These problems impede efficient policymaking and threaten economic growth.  

Among Pakistan's major governance issues are the following: Political Instability and 

Institutional Weakness: Democratic institutions and policymaking processes have been 

damaged by frequent political changes and power battles between civilian and military 

leadership (Siddiqa, 2020). 

Corruption and Lack of Transparency:  In Pakistan, corruption continues to be a major 

problem that impacts both the public and commercial sectors. Pakistan is regularly ranked 

among the nations with the highest levels of corruption by Transparency International's 

Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) (Transparency International, 2022). 

 

Weak Rule of Law and Judicial Inefficiency: The public's faith in judicial institutions is 

eroded by Pakistan's legal system's delays, backlog of cases, and lax enforcement of the law 

(Niaz, 2021). Inflation, unemployment, and growing income gaps are all consequences of 

economic mismanagement brought on by poor administration (Hussain, 2021).  

Absence of Public Service Delivery: Ineffective and poorly managed public services, 

including healthcare, education, and infrastructure development, exacerbate socioeconomic 

disparities (Ahmed, 2022). Opportunities for Pakistan's Governance to Improve Pakistan has to 

implement structural changes to improve institutional effectiveness, guarantee openness, and 

encourage accountability in order to solve governance issues.  

 

Important tactics: Increasing the efficacy of governance and political stability may be 

achieved by establishing independent and transparent electoral procedures (Rizvi, 2023). 

Improving Accountability and Anti-Corruption Measures: Reducing corruption may be 

achieved by maintaining judicial independence and fortifying anti-corruption organizations like 

the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) (Khan, 2022).  

Judicial and Legal Reforms: The rule of law may be strengthened and public trust increased 

by expediting judicial procedures and guaranteeing equitable access to justice (Ali, 2022). 

Economic Reforms and Sustainable Development: Sustainable economic growth may be 

achieved by putting in place efficient economic policies, enhancing tax collection, and 

encouraging foreign investment (Mahmood, 2023).  

Public Sector Reforms: Government responsiveness to public requirements may be improved 

by boosting e-governance, improving service delivery methods, and increasing bureaucratic 

efficiency (Rehman, 2023). 
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Pakistan's Governance History: Since its founding, Pakistan's political and economic 

environment has seen significant changes that have been influenced by the intricate interactions 

between state policies, governance, and economic variables. When it comes to governance, 

Pakistan's political situation has frequently been seen as unpredictable, with changes in 

leadership and governing approaches having a big impact on the country's course of progress. 

Pakistan has historically faced several difficulties, such as economic imbalances, political 

instability, corruption, and the inefficient provision of public services. Macroeconomic 

variables including economic openness, unemployment rates, trade imbalances, public sector 

expenditure deficits, life expectancy, and educational attainment have a significant impact on 

governance in Pakistan. These metrics have a significant impact on governance in addition to 

reflecting it (Mughal, 

Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative research approach, utilizing a comprehensive review of 

secondary sources to analyze governance and democratic stability in Pakistan. The research 

relies on scholarly articles, historical texts, government reports, and policy documents to 

examine the interplay between governance structures, corruption, economic policies, and 

institutional effectiveness. A thematic analysis is conducted to identify key patterns and 

challenges in governance, with a particular focus on political instability, judicial inefficiency, 

and corruption. Additionally, this study integrates an Islamic governance perspective by 

evaluating classical Islamic principles of justice (Adl) and accountability (Mas’ooliyyah) as 

potential frameworks for governance reforms. Comparative analysis is also employed to draw 

insights from governance models in other Islamic states, such as Malaysia and Turkey, 

assessing their applicability to Pakistan. Furthermore, reports from international organizations 

like Transparency International, the World Bank, and the IMF are analyzed to contextualize 

governance deficiencies and reform strategies. This methodological approach ensures a holistic 

understanding of Pakistan’s governance landscape by combining theoretical perspectives with 

empirical evidence. 

Findings: 

The Government's Function in Providing Services: Pakistan's government plays a crucial 

role in delivering basic social services, such as public safety, healthcare, basic education, 

poverty alleviation initiatives, and environmental preservation. Because it has a direct impact 

on the social well-being of its residents, the state plays a critical role in ensuring the efficient 

provision of these services. However, a lack of funding, ineffective administrative practices, 

and unstable political environments have frequently made it difficult for the government to 

carry out these duties. To improve service delivery standards and results, there have been 

increasing requests for greater private sector participation and competition in industries 

including healthcare and education (Mughal, 2014). The government's role in regulating, 

supervising, and guaranteeing fair access to services is still crucial, even in light of these calls 

for privatization in particular industries. Recent World Bank assessments on Pakistan highlight 

that strengthening institutional frameworks and boosting accountability are the only ways to 

maximize service delivery in areas like health and education. In order to guarantee the efficacy 
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and sustainability of the government's social programs, it promotes the implementation of 

minimum service delivery standards and methodical monitoring (World Bank, 2020).   

Challenges in Economic Governance and Policy: Through economic reforms, Pakistan has 

attempted to stabilize its macroeconomic situation in recent years. The World Bank (2023) 

states that Pakistan's economy is still in a precarious state, with significant public debt, a 

dependence on imports, and a need for extensive structural changes. Long-term economic 

stability is hampered by political unpredictability and security issues, according to the U.S. 

Department of State (2024). Notwithstanding these difficulties, the government has 

implemented measures to strengthen trade connections, lower inflation, and improve budgetary 

restraint, resulting in significant advancements in the field of economic governance.  

Governance in the creation of economic policies and budgetary management is a crucial 

component in enhancing Pakistan's economic status. The World Bank's "Pakistan@100: 

Governance and Institutions" study from 2023 emphasizes the need for Pakistan's governance 

institutions to become more effective and accountable in the formulation of economic policies. 

It highlights the need for institutional changes to improve public financing, boost economic 

management, and increase the contribution of the private sector to economic growth. The 

government's efforts to simplify its economic governance system include the implementation of 

tax reforms and enhancements to revenue collection. However, there are still issues with 

dealing with the systemic inefficiencies in public sector institutions, which keep undermining 

initiatives to reduce poverty and promote prosperity. The significance of economic governance 

in maintaining fiscal sustainability and lowering public debt, which continues to be a major 

burden on the Pakistani economy, is further highlighted in a study published by the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF, 2022). 

Pakistan's Military Power and Governance: The growing influence of the military in 

political and economic affairs is one of the most important problems influencing governance in 

Pakistan. With significant ramifications for social stability and economic progress, the 

military's role in governance has sparked worries about the military's interests being put ahead 

of civilian demands. According to the Financial Times (2025), the military has become more 

involved in overseeing important economic areas including infrastructure, energy, and defence 

production. Critics contend that military dominance over economic policy might discourage 

foreign investment and exacerbate Pakistan's economic problems, raising worries about the 

absence of civilian monitoring and accountability.  

A complicated power dynamic that impedes efficient democratic procedures has resulted from 

the blending of military and civilian rule. According to research by Gagnon and Hussain 

(2021), the military's hold on vital economic resources restricts the potential for changes and 

policies driven by civilians, which lowers government effectiveness. Furthermore, it restricts 

the government's capacity to implement changes to deal with pervasive problems like 

unemployment, poverty, and corruption (Gagnon & Hussain, 2021). 

Social Development and Governance: Through several policy efforts, Pakistan has improved 

social development in tandem with economic governance. Initiatives to alleviate gender 

disparity, decrease poverty, and increase access to healthcare and education have been at the 

forefront of governance debates. Millions of people have been lifted out of extreme poverty as a 
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result of the government's poverty alleviation initiatives, such as Ehsaas, according to the 

UNDP's 2021 report. Critics note that these initiatives' long-term effects are constrained by 

administrative inefficiencies and corruption, which frequently destroy them (UNDP, 2021). The 

two sectors most in need of governance improvements are education and healthcare. Although 

enrollment numbers have increased, the quality of education is still a major problem, according 

to the Education Ministry's yearly reports. The education system is beset by a lack of money for 

public schools, inadequate infrastructure, and a scarcity of trained instructors, according to a 

research by Ali et al. (2023). These issues continue to impede fair access to high-quality 

education nationwide. Similar to this, the health sector has long-standing problems that impede 

the goal of universal health coverage, including underfunding, subpar healthcare facilities, and 

a shortage of qualified medical personnel (Ali et al., 2023).  

The situation as of now and prerequisites: The idea of governance is greatly impacted by 

both internal and foreign issues, especially when considering Pakistan. From security and 

terrorist worries to broader structural problems including food insecurity, energy shortages, and 

unemployment, Pakistan is now dealing with several crises (Iqbal, 2020). In addition to 

impeding Pakistan's advancement, these issues also threaten the foundation of sound 

administration. The military's role in fighting terrorism has taken a lot of focus away from civil 

government, which has made the nation's institutional problems worse (Shah, 2021). Despite 

the military's achievements in combating terrorism, poor management and a lack of institutional 

change have hindered the larger governance framework, which has a direct effect on important 

industries including agriculture, healthcare, and education (Ali & Kamran, 2020). These 

problems feed a vicious cycle of poverty and underdevelopment, where corruption and 

inefficiency are encouraged by poor governance (Aziz & Baig, 2019). One of Pakistan's most 

urgent problems is still corruption, which shows itself as both financial fraud and the abuse of 

authority for private benefit (Siddiqui, 2022). By ignoring structural flaws, the political elites 

and ineffective bureaucracy make the issue worse (Rizvi & Baig, 2020). This emphasizes the 

necessity of structural changes to prevent corruption and guarantee the proper operation of 

governance systems. Concerns regarding accountability and transparency in decision-making 

processes have also been highlighted by the privatization of public services and the increasing 

power of the private sector on public policy (Khan, 2021). 

In contrast to government, governance encompasses a wider range of interactions involving 

civil society, the corporate sector, the state, and the media. It comprises attending to people's 

needs and making sure that resources are distributed fairly (Khan & Jamali, 2022). According 

to Memon and Shah (2021), the state's legal frameworks, public institutions, and political will 

to enact changes are all closely related to the prerequisites for successful governance. It is 

critical to realize that poor governance not only hinders development but also fosters social 

discontent, corruption, and inefficiency (Khalid & Anwar, 2020). The ongoing problems with 

Pakistani governance point to the necessity of extensive policy reforms as well as a fresh 

dedication to accountability, openness, and institutional development. 

To create an atmosphere that supports social fairness, political stability, and economic 

prosperity, good governance is essential (Shah & Imran, 2021). Political instability, inequality, 

and underdevelopment are frequently the outcomes of compromised governance, as is the case 

in Pakistan (Jamal & Farooq, 2023). In contrast to the relatively limited scope of government, 
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governance involves a wider range of sectors in the process of decision-making and problem-

solving and is more concerned with the interaction between citizens and state institutions 

(Fazal, 2020). 

Not Enough Infrastructure Development: Inadequate infrastructure is one of the biggest 

problems facing Pakistani administration. Urban and rural areas differ greatly from one another, 

with many lacking basic infrastructure facilities. People are forced to relocate to cities in pursuit 

of greater prospects as a result of this imbalance, further taxing metropolitan resources. In 

addition to impeding economic expansion, inadequate infrastructure widens the wealth gap and 

exacerbates social division (Hassan, 2002). Deficits in Institutional Development and Education 

A country's progress greatly depends on its educational system, however in Pakistan, this 

system has been systematically neglected. The political and economic climate is unstable as a 

result of this carelessness. Along with problems including poor research, a lack of qualified 

teachers, and an out-of-date curriculum, the government's inability to enact effective education 

policy has caused Pakistan to lag behind its development objectives. The absence of high-

quality education is a major obstacle to Pakistan's political and economic advancement, as 

Ashraf (2015) emphasizes. 

 

The Court System and Corrupt Practices: The legal system in Pakistan confronts several 

difficulties, especially in preserving its independence. Access to justice is frequently influenced 

by one's socioeconomic level, and corruption is pervasive. Because the court frequently sides 

with the military or political elites, undercutting democratic processes, this problem is made 

worse by a lack of accountability. Inefficiency and a lack of confidence in public institutions 

are the results of widespread corruption in the political and judicial systems. According to 

Rose-Ackerman, corruption hinders progress and depletes public resources, especially when it 

comes to Pakistan's governance systems. 

The Energy Crisis: Another significant problem influencing the Pakistani administration is the 

energy crisis. The economy has suffered from protracted power outages brought on by the 

dependence on antiquated technology and pricey fuels to provide energy. These energy 

shortages impede industrial expansion and are a contributing factor to inflation. According to 

Amin (2019), the continuous energy crises make Pakistan's governance problems worse by 

fostering an unstable economy that makes the nation even more unstable. 

Poverty and Financial Difficulties: In Pakistan, poverty is pervasive, and an increasing 

proportion of the population lacks access to essentials including safe drinking water, medical 

care, and housing. The poverty rate is still high and economic development has been slow 

despite government efforts, including devolution reforms and anti-corruption campaigns. 

The Function of Effective Governance: For every state to be stable and advanced, good 

governance is necessary. In Pakistan, corruption, ineffective public administration, and a lack of 

accountability make it difficult to achieve good governance. According to Abbas (2011), 

sustained growth and the restoration of democratic values in Pakistan depend heavily on 

effective governance. To achieve this, democratic institutions must be strengthened, open 

policies must be put into place, and civil society must actively participate in decision-making. 

The Function of Effective Governance for every state to be stable and advance good 
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governance is necessary.  In Pakistan, corruption, ineffective public administration, and a lack 

of accountability make it difficult to achieve good governance. According to Abbas (2011), 

sustained growth and the restoration of democratic values in Pakistan depend heavily on 

effective governance. To achieve this, democratic institutions must be strengthened, open 

policies must be put into place, and civil society must actively participate in decision-making. 

Several ideas have been put out to improve the Pakistani government. First and foremost, the 

rule of law must be strengthened. Building trust in public institutions will require eliminating 

judicial system corruption and guaranteeing all citizens equitable access to justice. A number of 

ideas have been put out to improve the Pakistani government. First and foremost, the rule of 

law must be strengthened. Building trust in public institutions will require eliminating judicial 

system corruption and guaranteeing all citizens equitable access to justice.  Second, it is crucial 

to increase public involvement in government. Specifically, democratic governance will be 

improved by advancing gender equality in decision-making processes (J.M., 2024). More 

public knowledge of citizens' rights and a focus on accountability in the public sector are also 

necessary.  Lastly, Pakistan has to concentrate on building a strong economy, raising 

educational standards, and resolving the energy issue to accomplish sustainable growth and 

fortify democratic institutions. The state should support foreign investment by maintaining a 

stable political and economic climate as part of these initiatives. 

Conclusion: 

Governance and democratic stability are essential for Pakistan’s long-term development, yet 

persistent challenges such as corruption, weak institutions, judicial inefficiency, and economic 

instability continue to hinder progress. This study highlights that while Pakistan operates as a 

parliamentary republic, its governance structure often lacks accountability, transparency, and 

public participation—fundamental pillars of both democratic and Islamic governance. To 

address these issues, Pakistan must undertake comprehensive reforms that strengthen 

institutions, enforce the rule of law, and ensure justice (Adl) and accountability (Mas'ooliyyah) 

at all levels of leadership. From an Islamic perspective, governance is not just about 

administration but also about moral responsibility and ethical leadership. The Quran and 

Sunnah emphasize justice, consultation (Shura), and trust (Amanah) as guiding principles for 

rulers. Implementing these values alongside modern governance practices can help restore 

public confidence and create a more stable and prosperous nation. As the Quran states: “Indeed, 

Allah commands you to render trust to whom they are due and when you judge between people 

to judge with justice” (Surah An-Nisa 4:58). This reinforces the need for transparent and just 

governance in Pakistan’s political and economic framework. 

To achieve sustainable development and political stability, Pakistan must not only reform its 

democratic institutions but also integrate ethical governance principles inspired by Islamic 

teachings. Strengthening anti-corruption measures, improving judicial independence, and 

fostering public participation will pave the way for a more accountable and effective 

governance system. By combining modern administrative strategies with Islamic ethical values, 

Pakistan can overcome its governance challenges and build a just, stable, and thriving society 

for future generations. 
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Systemic issues that impede advancement and economic growth are at the heart of Pakistan's 

democratic instability. The country's failure to achieve an ideal democracy has been 

exacerbated by pervasive corruption, poor infrastructure, poor governance, and lack of 

education. Upholding democratic values and placing a high priority on accountability, 

openness, and the rule of law are crucial for Pakistan's progress. Pakistan can only expect to 

attain the strong governance necessary for sustained peace and development by implementing 

extensive reforms. Pakistan's political stability, economic growth, and social development all 

depend on effective governance. Effective governance changes have the potential to make 

Pakistan a more open, responsible, and effective state, notwithstanding enduring obstacles. To 

ensure effective governance, it is essential to fortify democratic institutions, encourage 

economic growth, enforce the rule of law, and promote openness. Pakistan may attain 

sustainable development and raise the standard of living for its people provided it has a strong 

institutional commitment and political resolve.  

In line with current academic research, the paper offers a thorough analysis of Pakistan's 

governance issues. It emphasizes how urgently fundamental changes are needed to improve 

public engagement, accountability, and transparency to fortify governance and promote 

sustainable development in the nation. So Fourth, despite great advancements in 

macroeconomic stability and governance, Pakistan still faces major obstacles in achieving its 

development objectives. To improve openness, accountability, and institutional capacity, 

systemic changes must be implemented in tandem with the government's continued crucial role 

in providing basic services, overseeing the economy, and guaranteeing social progress.  

Furthermore, attaining democratic governance and sustainable development in Pakistan would 

require tackling the military's expanding involvement in political and economic affairs. To 

ensure long-term prosperity and stability, ongoing attempts to improve governance institutions 

are essential, especially in the areas of healthcare, education, and budgetary management. 

Moreover, Pakistan's current predicament illustrates the intricate interplay between domestic 

issues, corruption, and poor administration. Institutional changes as well as a change in society 

regarding civic engagement and political accountability are necessary to move toward 

successful governance (Ali & Imran, 2022). Pakistan can only expect to create a solid basis for 

its growth and the welfare of its citizens by tackling these ingrained problems. 

Recommendations: 

To improve governance and achieve democratic stability, Pakistan must implement 

comprehensive reforms that align with both modern governance principles and Islamic ethical 

values. First, strengthening institutional accountability is crucial to ensure transparency and the 

rule of law. Establishing independent anti-corruption bodies and enforcing strict legal 

frameworks can help curb corruption and promote ethical leadership. Second, judicial reforms 

must be prioritized to ensure swift and impartial justice, as emphasized in Islamic teachings: 

“And establish weight in justice and do not make deficient the balance” (Surah Ar-Rahman 

55:9). A fair and efficient judiciary will restore public trust and uphold the rights of citizens. 

Furthermore, enhancing public participation through democratic processes such as Shura 

(consultation) is essential for a more inclusive governance system. Encouraging civic 

engagement and ensuring that policymakers consider the voices of the people will lead to more 
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effective decision-making. Additionally, economic reforms focusing on sustainable 

development and equitable resource distribution are necessary to address poverty and 

unemployment. Promoting an economic system based on Amanah (trust) and Ihsan (excellence) 

will foster ethical business practices and financial stability. Pakistan should prioritize 

maintaining the rule of law, conducting fair elections, and strengthening democratic institutions 

to increase political stability. A more functioning democracy will result from enhancing judicial 

independence and decreasing military control over politics (Abbas, 2011; J.M., 2014).  

Regional differences in infrastructure development, especially in rural regions, must be 

addressed immediately. The strain on metropolitan areas will be lessened and balanced national 

growth will be supported by ensuring fair access to essential services including healthcare, 

education, and transportation (Ashraf, 2015). By making investments in infrastructure, 

modernizing curriculum, educating teachers, and concentrating on research, Pakistan should 

make educational reforms a top priority. Bureaucratic restrictions should be removed from the 

education sector to guarantee its effectiveness. It is essential to reform the judiciary to increase 

its independence and effectiveness. Enhancing legal education, cutting systemic corruption, and 

guaranteeing equitable access to justice for all socioeconomic groups are ways to do this (Rose-

Ackerman, 2004). It is crucial to put strict anti-corruption policies into place, encourage 

openness, and guarantee accountability at all governmental levels. Corruption may be reduced 

by establishing independent anti-corruption organizations and promoting public involvement 

(Rose-Ackerman, 2004). Pakistan has to update its energy infrastructure, invest in renewable 

energy sources, and lessen its dependency on expensive and antiquated fuels to address the 

energy crisis. Energy conservation, lowering inefficiencies, and guaranteeing energy access for 

all societal segments should be the main goals of policy changes (Amin, 2019). 

To reduce poverty, a more comprehensive strategy is needed, emphasizing the growth of social 

welfare programs, enhancing access to necessities, and generating employment possibilities. 

This involves giving the most underprivileged groups easy access to housing, healthcare, and 

education (Hassan, 2002). Transparency and trust in government will be fostered by bolstering 

citizen participation in the political process, making sure that public complaints are swiftly 

resolved, and supporting community-driven development projects (Abbas, 2011; J.M., 2014). 

The government ought to apply the law consistently to every sphere of society. To guarantee 

that justice is carried out fairly and impartially, especially for disadvantaged groups, legal 

reforms are required (J.M., 2014). Pakistan should establish an atmosphere that is conducive to 

both local and international investment to advance sustainable development. This entails 

tackling security issues, offering incentives for innovation, and streamlining regulatory 

frameworks (Abbas, 2011). By making investments in non-traditional industries like 

manufacturing, technology, and agriculture, Pakistan should concentrate on diversifying its 

economy. This will boost the country's economy, lower poverty, and generate new employment 

possibilities (Amin, 2019). Lastly, education and leadership training based on Islamic values of 

justice and integrity should be integrated into governance programs. Educating future leaders 

on responsible governance and ethical decision-making will help cultivate a leadership culture 

rooted in accountability and service to the nation. By implementing these recommendations, 

Pakistan can create a governance framework that is both effective and morally grounded, 

ensuring long-term stability, economic growth, and social justice for all citizens. 
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